
Job Description – Associate Producer & Coordinator
Museum of Contemporary Commodities, Exeter

These guidelines relate to the expectations for the Associate Producer and Co-ordinator contracted 
to work on the Blind Ditch project Museum of Contemporary Commodities (MoCC). It is advised 
that you read them carefully before submitting your application.

Blind Ditch Background
Founded in 2001, Blind Ditch is a small group of artists from diverse fields of practice and cultural 
backgrounds who make performance, art and digital events. We are a project-funded group who 
collaborate with associate artists in different constellations according to our individual skills and 
passion for the work we instigate. Working from our Devon base, we develop our projects as both 
explorers (newcomers, settlers, sightseers, day trippers) and insiders (family members, friends, 
regulars).

Whilst being focused around the act of live performance in its broadest sense, our work is not 
exclusive to any one medium and it often develops through interactions with particular community 
groups, individuals and partner organisations.  It may be: theatre, performance and installation, 
street interventions/traveling art objects, digital media and networked events. Blind Ditch projects 
often have social process at their heart, and we have a history of creating rigorously researched, 
co-authored and experimental events, that engage a range of audiences and participants in distinct 
ways. Find out more about our previous work here www.blindditch.org

Museum of Contemporary Commodities (MoCC)
How we trade, exchange and consume commodities shapes the values we hold, and the worlds 
we make and dream of living in. Increasingly how these processes impact on the quality and 
perceived value of our own lives and those of others seems far beyond our control. MoCC is a 
networked, digital arts project that aims to make visible the values held in and produced by 
everyday trading - treating the things we buy today as the heritage of tomorrow. Manifesting as a 
series of dynamic, interactive, sensory and digitally layered public events, MoCC offers participants 
varied opportunities for deeper thought and new understandings about how these inter-connected 
processes are formed, and can be trans-formed as part of daily life.

MoCC is a collaboration between artist Paula Crutchlow (Blind Ditch) and Cultural Geographer Dr 
Ian Cook (University of Exeter). Between April-July 2015, Paula and Ian worked in residency at 
Furtherfield gallery, London to research and prototype MoCC with a group of collaborating artists, 
technologists, academics, researchers and members of the public. This next process will develop 
these initial sketches into a series of participatory events working between online platform and high 
street/gallery, to explore connections between data-trade-place-values in relation to contemporary 
commodity culture. MoCC will be sited for three weeks in Exeter, May 2016 alongside a 
programme of digital artist commissions, film screenings, and interdisciplinary 
discussions/workshops addressing potential ethical futures of trade-exchange in late-capitalism. 
For more information please see www.moccguide.net

http://www.moccguide.net/


Project Outline: 
In Exeter Paula and Ian will work in partnership with Exeter Phoenix, Exeter Library, Exeter Fab 
Lab and Art Week Exeter to fully realise and share these prototypes with the public through 
interlinked activities in an online interface, a high street shop and cultural venues across the city. 
As part of the Exeter iteration of MoCC the project will be:

• Developing and testing the MoCC online interface with net/digital artists, local digital 
communities, volunteer publics;

• Launching the interface publicly online for local and (inter)national participants to upload 
commodities;

• Setting up a High st exhibition space in an empty shop, and playfully involving residents 
and passersby/visitors specially designed outreach/street based and digital activities;

• Facilitating 2 x interactive digital commissions developed to specifically engage with visitors 
to Exeter Library/Exeter Fab Lab, Exeter Phoenix and wider publics online;

• Producing a film screening/discussion programme co-curated with Exeter Phoenix, Exeter 
Library and University of Exeter (Cultural Geography) opening new conversations for 
attendees around potential ethical trade-exchange futures;

• Producing a legacy of blogging, social media and critical writings on the project website and 
other platforms.

Project partners: 

Furtherfield is an online international community, gallery and lab space for arts, technology and 
social change based in two venues, Furtherfield Gallery and Furtherfield Commons, in the heart of 
Finsbury Park in North London. Our mission is to work with extraordinary artists, techies and 
activists - locally, nationally and internationally- to develop experimental spaces for creative 
collaboration, and artworks, exhibitions, workshops and events for thriving communities. 
Furtherfield is the UK's leading organisation for art shows, labs, & debates around critical 
questions in art and technology, since 1997. www.furtherfield.org

Exeter Phoenix is the South West’s foremost multi-artform venue with several art galleries, a large 
auditorium for gigs and theatre, a cinema, a filmmaking hub, artist studios, a radio station, sound 
recording studios run by Sound Gallery CIC and a print workshop all centred around a friendly café 
bar serving locally sourced food and drink. Exeter Phoenix is a vibrant venue proud of its diversity 
and revelling in its eclectic buzz. Working with a programme of national and international artists, 
we also like to develop new talent – giving the artists we work with the tools to experiment, take 
risks and realise their best ideas. www.exeterphoenix.org.uk 

Exeter Library re-opened in May 2014 following a four and a half million pound refurbishment. The 
library offers five meeting rooms, a Cafe, a Business and Information Hub and the only Fab Lab in 
a UK public library. Exeter Fab Lab is a small-scale workshop offering digital fabrication situated in 
Exeter Central Library - an open access, not-for-profit, community resource where anybody can 
invent and make just about anything. http://www.devon.gov.uk/exeter_central_library 
www.fablabdevon.org

Art Week Exeter is an umbrella arts event: the cultural ecology of the city is being played out 
across a large-scale event, while retaining all of the character and attention that we’ve come to 
expect from its individual players. Developed through Exeter Visual Arts Forum, it will see over 80 
artists, practitioners and organisations putting on work in galleries and non-art spaces across the 
city. Expect to be drawn into the cultural buzz, shocked and awed by the displays of talent, and 
transported by journeys of inner and displayed beauty. www.artweekexeter.org.uk

MoCC is funded by Arts Council England, University of Exeter, Economic and Social 
Science Research Council, Islington Council and Exeter City Council. The project was seed 
funded by AHRC REACT through University of Exeter. 
Job Specification

http://www.artweekexeter.org.uk/
http://www.fablabdevon.org/
http://www.devon.gov.uk/exeter_central_library
http://Www.exeterphoenix.org.uk/
http://www.sound-gallery.net/


We are looking for a person who is familiar with the Exeter area, and will inspire and co-ordinate 
local people to get involved in all aspects of MoCC. They will work as part of the MoCC team 
managed by Blind Ditch, and be responsible with project partners for the production and delivery of 
MoCC events, outreach, film screenings and exhibition in Exeter.

Working alongside MoCC collaborators Paula Crutchlow and Ian Cook, lead artists and project 
partners, the Producer will contribute to the vision, scheduling, management and evaluation of the 
community events and installations including taking responsibility for: 

• co-devising and maintaining project schedules and budgets; 
• supporting and participating in the recruitment and management of artists, practitioners, 

volunteers and invigilators; 
• arranging and managing resources for shop installation, community events and 

commissioned artworks including co-hosting events, negotiating public space permissions 
and agreements, health and safety and risk assessments; 

• overseeing installation and deinstallation of art works;
• contributing to strategic marketing and PR throughout the project’s development to increase 

the visibility of the project both in Exeter and further afield. This will include writing and 
distributing press releases and pursuing press coverage, assisting with the production and 
design of publicity and marketing material including online blogs and social media, local flier 
distribution and community publications, opening view invitations etc;

• contributing to the design and production of continuous evaluation most suitable for project 
events (eg. video/audio vox pops) in order to develop and adapt the project in light of 
feedback, and to document these through online and digital methods;

• undertake occasional evening or weekend work related to project programming (see 
proposed schedule below);

• contribute to identifying and researching future touring opportunities for the project;

The successful applicant will need to have:

• a proven ability and enthusiasm for working with a wide range of people and be 
sensitive to working with members of the public;

• experience in the administration and production of public events;
• a familiarity with the Exeter area, local community groups and organisations;
• confidence working with digital media;
• excellent organisational skills and ability to multitask and work to deadlines;
• excellent communication skills, both written and verbal, with a good eye for detail, 

including spelling and English usage;
• time management skills and ability to prioritise workload within agreed parameters;
• the ability to work outside normal office hours as necessary;

Further to this we are looking for someone who:

• is interested in the politics of public space, data use and trade justice; 
• is excited by the prospect of facilitating a city wide project with Blind Ditch

project partners and members of the Exeter community;
• can demonstrate an understanding of the project aspirations and values;



Work Schedule
Between 22nd February and 30th May 2016 you will be contracted initially for a total of 120 hours 
across the project, which may be undertaken as full, or partial days dependent on the type of 
activity and the negotiated schedule. 

Currently scheduled activity dates include (tbc): 

• March-April development of online interface and publicity (flexible)
• 25th April public launch of online interface
• 27th April-3rd May shop fit up
• 4th May opening of high st shop/exhibition space then open Weds-Saturday for a total of 12 

days until 22nd May (producer presence necessary only for key delivery moments 
throughout this time, as there will be invigilators employed as part of the project team)

To be confirmed: dates for artist residencies and public exhibition/workshops at MoCC High St 
shop space, Exeter Phoenix and Exeter Central Library/Fab Lab, dates for 3 x film screenings and 
discussion events, dates for 4-6 walkshops and drop-in events

Fee
£1,500 (VAT inclusive) paid in agreed instalments on receipt of invoice. 

Who can apply?
Blind Ditch recognises the positive value of diversity, and seeks to promote equal opportunities in 
its recruitment of new staff. Applicants must be able to prove that they are eligible to work in the UK 
and must be over 18 to apply. This is a freelance position and contracted workers are responsible 
for their own tax and national insurance.

Application 
Please write a letter of application describing the skills, knowledge, experience and attributes you 
have that are relevant to this post, and provide information about your experience of working with 
people. Email this with your CV to contact@blindditch.org

Please also supply the name and contact details for one person who is willing to act as your 
referee. 

Applications will be shortlisted by Blind Ditch and project partners and shortlisted 
applicants will be invited to interview. 

Deadlines
Closing date for applications – Tues 9thth February 5pm
Applicants will be notified of shortlisting on Weds 10th February
Interviews (if necessary) will take place at University of Exeter, 1pm Friday 12th February
Applicants will be notified of the final decision on Monday 15th February latest


